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MEMORANDUM 
 
To:  Interested Parties 
From:  1892 Polling 
Re: IL-17 Polling Update  
 

Methodology 

 
1892 conducted a poll of 400 likely voters for the 2024 General election in Illinois’ 17th congressional 
district. 83% of respondents were contacted via cell phone. The margin-of-error is ±4.9%. 
 

State of the Race 

 

1. Competitive Political Climate: In a generic Congressional ballot, the Republican and 
Democrat are tied 40-40%, while 20% of voters are undecided. In 2020, Biden carried IL-17 by 
+8%. Now Biden is only +1%. The degradation of Biden’s image, ballot, and job approval has 
downstream effects driving a shifting political environment and creating a Republican 
opportunity in IL-17. 
 

 
 

2. Ballot Movement: Despite all the advantages and profile of incumbency, Sorensen’s ballot 
share is only 44%, well below the traditional metric of incumbent viability of 50%. This is against 
Joe McGraw, who is largely unknown to the electorate. 52% of voters have never heard of McGraw 
and 26% have no opinion of him. Sorensen’s weak standing is why his ballot share collapsed with 
a +23% shift when voters were heard positive and comparative messaging. Independents moved 
+36%, and Moderates moved +34% to McGraw.  
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3. Sorenson’s Extreme Record: Eric Sorenson won last cycle without having some of his more 
extreme social positions litigated. These issues place Sorenson far outside of the mainstream in 
this blue-collar district. When voters learn of these issues, Judge McGraw leads 51-37% 

 
Bottom Line: A bad political environment, an unpopular President, and a weak incumbent makes IL-
17 one of the best pick-up opportunities in the country.  
 

About 1892 
 

1892 has performed polling on winning races in all corners of the country, at every level of politics – from 
races for President, Governor, Senate, and Congress. They also have conducted polling for the National 
Republican Congressional Committee, National Republican Senatorial Committee, Republican 
Governors Association, and the Congressional Leadership Fund.  
 
 


